RECOLLECTIONS   OF A PLAYER
my being, I could stand it no longer. I ran from Martin, and clung wildly to old Crumbs. I had been announced as "Master Stoddart, five years old j Ms first appearance on any stage," so that my identity and my relationship to Crumbs were known to the public. The audience yelled with delight, and the conclusion of the act was, of course, completely upset. My debut, therefore, proved highly injurious to my prospects, for, for some time afterward, when other children were required, Alexander would say to my father : "Stod-dart, don't bring the 'Rent Day' boy."
I made a second appearance later, in "Macbeth." I was cast for one of the apparitions. Macready was playing the great Thane. I had to say:
Macbeth, Macbeth, Macbeth, beware Macduff! Beware the Thane of Fife! dismiss me: enough 1
I was nervous, but having upset things in "The Rent Day" on my first appearance, I thought it absolutely necessary for my future well-being that, this time, I should convince Mr. Alexander of my sta-15                             himself by the patrons of the theater, and
